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Chiddingfold Cricket Club
Junior Coaching Programme 2018
Information for Parents and Guardians

Firstly, welcome to Chiddingfold Cricket Club.  This guide will hopefully provide you with the information you need to get started but, of course, please contact your age group coach or myself if you have any queries - you will find our contact details in this guide.
The guide may seem a little formal, but we’re trying to make sure we include the points we need to raise.  Existing parents will know that our main aim is to have a lot of fun and for everyone to enjoy being part of our Club.  It would be great to put faces to new names though, so please say hello and introduce yourselves when you see your coaches and I at training sessions and matches.

Here’s to another fantastic Summer with Chidd CC!   
Steve Benbough

Junior Cricket Coordinator

Chiddingfold Cricket Club

Our view of junior cricket

We recognise that our younger members are an essential part of Chiddingfold Cricket Club and vital to our present and future success.
We aim to encourage our young players and make them feel a valued part of our Club irrespective of age, disability, gender, ethnicity or sexual orientation or their level of ability.

Younger players should be able to enjoy their cricket and develop their skills in a safe environment free from harassment, bullying or other risks.  Coaches will provide that space, but parents and junior players have a part to play too. 
Younger members should behave in a reasonable and sociable way towards others, including their peers, coaches and other members.  The same applies to parents.  When registering for our junior cricket programme, your son or daughter agrees to sign up to our Code of Conduct for Young Players and parents and guardians to our Code of Code for Cricket Club Members and Guests.  Please familiarise yourself with both.
We have a duty of care to safeguard all junior members from harm.  We will ensure their safety and protection by implementing our adopted policies and codes of conduct, including the ECB’s Safe Hands policy for safeguarding children.  Our policies aim to promote good practice in providing junior members with appropriate safety and protection whilst in our care.  
We also require that all our coaches and others with significant contact with junior members are vetted through DBS criminal record checks.  Lead coaches responsible for delivering our coaching programme will all, as a minimum, hold the ECB Level 2 coaching qualification.  They will also hold valid, up-to-date First Aid and Safeguarding certificates.
Chiddingfold Cricket Club holds ECB Clubmark accreditation.  Clubmark provides an acknowledgement that we are providing a safe, high quality environment for young players to learn, play and enjoy cricket.

Coaching timetable

In 2018, outdoor coaching sessions will all take place at Chiddingfold Cricket Club on the following days and times:

U7s
-
Friday evenings from 6pm to 7pm
U9s 
- 
Friday evenings from 6pm to 7.30pm
U11s 
- 
Friday evenings from 6pm to 7.30pm
U13s 
- 
Wednesday evenings from 6pm to 8pm


The programme will start on Wednesday 25 April (U13s) and Friday 27 April (all other age groups).

We welcome parents and guardians to all training sessions and value your support.  On Friday evenings, we have a BBQ and refreshments available which provides a great opportunity for you to meet coaches, officials, other members and friends and find out more about our Club.  Your coaches love cricket, so are always available for a chat about that!
Our Under 7 and Under 9 sessions will use only soft balls.  Hard balls will be used during older age group sessions.  The Club will provide all necessary protective and other equipment for our junior members and adheres to ECB safety guidance, including on the use of helmets.  Players are welcome to bring their own equipment if they prefer and we would be happy to offer advice regarding purchases if required.  For U11 and U13s players, please make sure that they wear pants that will hold a cricket box/abdominal protector securely in place – boxer shorts or loose fitting undergarments don’t do the job. 
We would ask that the players wear appropriate clothing and footwear to take part in cricketing activities.  This doesn’t mean cricket whites necessarily (although many juniors like to wear them), but clothing and footwear suitable for sport.  We do have a Chiddingfold Cricket Club online shop – we think the training and match-day clothing look really smart and it would show support for our new junior sponsors (Seymours Estates Agents) if our match-day teams wore the official kit, but this is not compulsory.
Parents and guardians should have notified us about any medical condition that might affect their child’s performance or which might require attention (e.g. asthma) as part of the registration process.  Please make sure that this is accurate.  You are also asked to notify your age group coach if any medical condition or injury has arisen since completing the registration form that might prevent a child from taking part in certain elements of coaching.

Membership 
As mentioned, you will have been required to provide certain details of your child and yourself as part of the registration process.  This information is collected online and maintained in a secure database (Pitchero).  Prior to the start of the season, we would ask you to review your child’s record to ensure that all relevant information has been provided and is up-to-date, including medical information, emergency contact details etc.  You should also indicate your consent (or otherwise) regarding photographs and recorded images.  We like to share photos on our website and in our closed Facebook Group to keep everyone up-to-date on our progress through the summer!
Matches

You can view details of all junior fixtures on our website.  In 2018, we have entered teams in the Berkeley Sports Two Counties Junior Cricket League in the Under 8, Under 9, Under 10, Under 11 and Under 13 age groups.  We will aim to ensure that everyone in those age groups has plenty of opportunities to play in matches.  Our Under 13s have also been invited to join the elite Surrey Junior Invitation League for 2018.
We understand that cricket is played in the Summer and that there are lots of competing demands on people’s time.  Your coaches though spend a lot of their own time supporting the junior programme and fixtures.  That’s because we enjoy it, but sometimes we would also ask for some extra commitment from you to make sure that we have enough players to fulfil fixtures.
You will be contacted by your coach about availability in advance of matches.  Most use the Pitchero system for checking availability and sending notifications about selected teams.  We would ask you to respond quickly to any requests.  You can also help by filling in and keeping up-to-date the availability of your child for fixtures on Pitchero.

Contact Details

Key contact details are set out below:

Club Welfare Officer
Jo Roberts
07986 531283 or joroberts1976@gmail.com
Junior Cricket Coordinator

Steve Benbough
07813 791857 or benbough@btinternet.com
Under 7 – Principal Coaches

Lindsey Wright
07773 767580 or lgwright3@gmail.com
Cieran Spicer
07960 043071 or cieran.spicer@gmail.com
Under 9 – Principal Coach

Joe McCarthy-Holland
07772 723365 or joe.mch@gmail.com 
Under 11 – Principal Coaches
Jonno Davies
07534 269561 or jonno.davies@btinternet.com 

Matthew Bartlett
07484 662737 or mattbartlett@hotmail.co.uk
Under 13 – Principal Coaches

Steve Benbough
07813 791857 or benbough@btinternet.com
Cris Martin St Valery
07949 106707 or cstvalery@yahoo.co.uk
Volunteering
We always welcome additional help with running our junior coaching programme.
Our number one priority is to train new qualified coaches, but we also need coaching assistants, age group managers, umpires and scorers.  Coaching assistants will be supervised by qualified coaches and do not need to have cricket qualifications.  However, we will require DBS criminal record vetting checks.  This is a straightforward process and Steve Benbough or Jo Roberts can provide further information.

Of course, we also welcome your continued support with running the BBQ and bar and in so many other ways.

We’re really looking forward to seeing you for Season 2018.

We hope all our boys and girls have fun, really enjoy their cricket

and, with our help, improve their cricketing skills.
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